Statement on the M eeting between the Geor gian and Abkhaz Parties

The paties note with satidaction that the arivd in Thilis of the Abkhaz ddegaion
headed by V. Ardzinba and its negotiations with the Georgian ddegation headed by E.
Shevadnadze, with the paticpation of the Miniger for Foreign Affars of the Russan
Federation, Y. Primakov, will undoubtedly give postive impetus to the process of a
peaceful settlement.

The paticipants in the medting noted with stifaction the role of the Russan Federation
in the GeorgiavAbkhaz sHtlement, as dealy menifesed in the initigtive by the
presdent of the Russan Federaion, B. N. Ydtsn, of 1 August 1997.

On the anniversay of the dat of amed actions in Abkhazia, 14 August 1997, the
representdives of the Georgian and Abkhaz parties declare thar determination to put an
end to the conflict that has divided them and redtore reations of pesce and mutud

respect.

The paties are convinced that the time has come to embark on a course leading to peace
and prosperity, and, with a sense of dignity and mutud tolerance, to act jointly in a spirit
of compromise and reconciliation.

The paties have assumed an obligaion not to resort to ams to resolve the differences
that divide them and not under any circumstances to permit a renewa of bloodshed. Any
differences of opinion will be resolved exdusvely by pesceful politicd means through
negotiations and conaultations both on a bilaera bass and with the assgance and
fadlitation of the Russan Federation, under the auspices of the United Nations and with
the participation of representatives of the Organization on Security and Cooperation in
Europe and the Commonwedth of Independent States.

It was noted that it had been possible to reach agreement on a number of key problems of
the settlement. At the sametime, on cartain issues subgantia differences ill remain.

The parties agreed on the need to maintan congant contact for the purpose of resolving
the problems that gave rise to the conflict.

Thilis, 14 August 1997.
For the Georgian Sde: (Signed) E. Shevardnadze

For the Abkhez side: (Signed) V. Ardzinba



