Agreement on the establishment of the Commission to clarify past human rights
violations and acts of violence that have caused the Guatemalan population to suffer

Whereas the present-day higory of our country is marked by grave acts of violence
disegard for the fundamentd rights of the individud and suffering of the populaion
connected with the armed conflict;

Wheress the people of Guatemda have a right to know the whole truth concerning these
events, darification of which will hep avoid a repetition of these sad and panful events
and strengthen the process of democratization in Guatemag;

Reteading its wish to comply fully with the Comprehensve Agreement on Human
Rights of 29 March 1994,

Reterding its wish to open as soon as possble a new chepter in Guatemdas higory
which, being the culmination of a lengthy process of negoatiation, will put an end to the
amed conflict and hdp lay the bases for pesceful coexisgence and respect for human
rights among Guatemaans,

Wheress, in this context, promotion of a culture of harmony and mutuad respect that will
diminate any form of revenge or vengeance is a prerequidte for afirm and lagting peace,

The Govenment of Guatemda and the Unidad Revolucionaria Neciond Guatemdteca
(heresfter referred to as “the Parties’) have agreed asfollows:

To etdblish a Commisson whose terms of reference shdl be asfollows

Purposes

I. To daify with adl obectivity, equity and impatidity the humen rights vidlaions and
acts of violence that have caused the Guatemdan population to suffer, connected with the
amed conflict.

Il. To prepare a report that will contain the findings of the investigations carried out and
provide objective information regarding events during this period covering dl factors,
internal aswell as externd.

1. Formulate specific recommendations to encourage peece and ndiond harmony in
Guaemda The Commisson shdl recommend, in paticular, messures to presarve the

memory of the victims, to foder a culture of mutua repect and observance of human
rights and to strengthen the democratic process.

Period covered

The Commisson's invedigaions shdl cover the period from the dat of the amed
conflict until the sgning of the firm and ladting peace agreament.



Operation

I. The Commisson sdl recave paticulas and informaion from individuds or
inditutions that consder themsalves to be affected and dso from the Parties.

[I. The Commisson shdl be respongble for daifying these Stuations fully and in detall.
In paticular, it shdl andyse the factors and crcumstances involved in those cases with
complete impartidity. The Commisson dhdl invite those who may be in possesson of
rdevant information to submit ther verson of the incdents Falure of those corcerned
to gppear shdl not prevent the Commission from reaching a determination on the cases

lll. The Commisson shdl not dtribute regpongbility to any individud in its work,
recommendations and report nor shal these have any judicid am or effect.

IV. The Commisson's proceedings shdl be confidentia so as to guarantee the secrecy of
the sources and the safety of witnesses and informants.

V. Once it is edablished, the Commisson shdl publicize the fact that it has been
esablished and the place where it is meding by dl posshle means and shdl invite
interested parties to present thair information and ther testimony.

Compogtion

The Commisson shdl conss of the following three members

(i) The present Moderator of the peace negotiations, whom the Secretary-Generd
of the United Nations shall be asked to gppoint.

(i) One member, a Guaemdan of irrgproachable conduct, gopointed by the
Moderator with the agreement of the Parties.

(iii) One academic sdected by the Moderator, with the agreement of the Parties,
from aligst proposed by the Universty presidents.

The Commisson shdl have whatever support daff it deems necessary, with the requisite
qudifications, in order to carry out itstasks.

Ingdlation and duration

The Commisson shdl be st up, inddled and shdl dat to work as of the day the firm
and laging peece agreement is dgned. The Commisson shdl work for a period of sx

months garting from the date of its ingdlaion; this period may be extended for a further
six monthsif the Commisson o decides.

Report



The Commisson shdl prepare a report which shdl be handed over to the parties and to
the Secretary-Gengrd of the United Nations who shdl publish it. Inability to invesigae

dl the cases or gtuations presented to the Commisson shdl not detract from the report's
vdidity.

Commitment of the Parties

The Paties undertake to collaborate with the Commisson in dl maters tha may be
necessary for the fulfilment of its mandate. In particular, they undertake to establish, prior
to setting up the Commission and during its operations, the necessary conditions o that
the Commisson may fulfil the terms of reference established in the present agreement.
Internationd verification

In conformity with the Framework Agreement of 10 January 1994, implementation of
this Agreement shdl be subject to internationd verification by the United

Nations.

Mesaures for prompt execution following the Sgning of this Agreement

The Paties agree to ak the Secrdtary-Generd to gppoint the Moderator of the
negotiations as a member of the Commisson as soon as possble. When he is gppointed,
he shdl be authorized to proceed forthwith to make al necessary arrangements to ensure
that the Commisson functions smoothly once it is esablished and ingdled in conformity
with the provisons of this Agreement.

040, 23 June 1994.
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